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Bill Lenderking : The Soul Murderer: A Psychological Mystery  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Soul Murderer: A Psychological Mystery: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lenderking Gets It RightBy John ReidAll too often, the thrillers 
churned out by the big-name writers fail totally when it comes to the details. As a retired American diplomat who has 
lived the life, I am acutely aware when a writer who should know better is just winging it. I had no such problem with 
The Soul Murderer. Bill Lenderking has captured perfectly the nuances of American foreign service life and the State 
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Department's cover-your-ass culture. He has also produced a well written, finely crafted, literary thriller, drawing on a 
wealth of political, psychological and social background. Bill tells it like it is and provides a lively, well-informed read 
as well.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Death in AfricaBy John Sylvestr Jr.The Soul Murderer is a 
fascinating fictional work closely based on a real murder in an American embassy in Africa. The actual place was an 
island of Equitorial Gunnea, then under a murderous dictator. The two man staff of Embassy had their differences, the 
psychological tension agravated by the local terror and heat, finally resulting in the killing of the junior officer. The 
author adroitly describes the mindset of the murderer, the grim locale, and the resulting trial back in the U.S.This is a 
fine read ,particularly for anyone interested in Africa and in service in the difficult third world.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The Soul MurdererBy PacerThis compelling novel, based on actual events, was a page-
turner both for me and my wife, who found the role and contributions of a Foreign Service spouse relevant to both the 
story and career of the principal. Lenderking writes well, and both the historical and psychological research he did 
give this work of fiction the feeling of something that really happened. It did, but the poetic license he takes in the 
fictionalizing of it adds drama without detracting from the events themselves, which have been documented elsewhere.

Can we ever know what our fellow human beings are really thinking and what their motivations are? Or do we only 
appear as "the lighted side of a shadow" to others, who must guess at what the reality is? In "The Soul Murderer" a 
gruesome murder occurs, and the need to find the answers changes the lives of many people. This is a work of fiction 
but it is based on a real incident.

About the AuthorBill Lenderking is a retired senior Foreign Service Officer whose career included postings in nine 
countries on four continents, but none (more than brief inspection assignments) in Africa, where the first part of this 
story occurs. Today he is a free lance writer and book dealer living with his family in Washington, D.C. 


