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Didier Davin, André Jouineau : The Swiss in French Service: 1785-1815 (Officers and Soldiers of)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Swiss in French Service: 
1785-1815 (Officers and Soldiers of): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Allied Swiss Troops in French Service 1785-1815 by Didier Davin 
and Andre JouineauBy D. Kong"Allied Swiss Troops in French Service 1785-1815" by Didier Davin and Andre 
Jouineau is Book Number 19 of the "Officers and Soldiers of" series published by Histoire Collections. As in the 
earlier books of the same series, this one is also translated by Alan McKay. Again, the numbering of the pagination 
starts from the cover page and ends on the back cover page as page 68. Page 2 shows the cover illustrations of the 
other books in this series. Pages 66 and 67 shows the cover illustrations of books in the "Men and Battles" series. 
Actual content is about 61 pages in total. This book includes the following subjects: Chapter 1: The Allied Swiss 
Troops in French Service (1789-1815); Chapter 2: The Allied Swiss Troops in the Service of the Republic, which 
includes The Helvetian Half-Brigades 1798-1805 (why not just state demi-brigades?); Chapter 3: The Swiss in the 
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Service of the Empire, which covers the 1st Swiss Regiment, the 2nd Swiss Regiment; the 3rd Swiss Regiment; and 
the 4th Swiss Regiment; Chapter 4: The Battalion Valaisan 1805-11; Chapter 5: The Neuchatel Battalion 1806-1814; 
Chapter 6: The Swiss in the Service of Spain. The uniforms of these soliders are illustrated by computer generated 
graphics and they are as usual beautifully done, and they are accompained by brief notes, e.g.,Grenadier after the 
plates of A. Martinet. The translations in this book is done better than some of the earlier ones in the series, but still 
there is room for improvement. Nevertheless, most people buy this kind of books mainly for the beautiful uniform 
illustrations. Wargamers, modelers and amateur uniformologists will find this book a useful introduction and quick 
guide to the Swiss troops during the Napoleonic period.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
JANAnice pictures book0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent illustrated plates with enough side 
and back illustrations to ...By Nevyn LanglinaisExcellent illustrated plates with enough side and back illustrations to 
give the viewer complete idea of what these uniforms looked like. Just enough historical background on the different 
periods and units to wet my appetite for more in depth research.

That association of mountainous territories shut in among the European powers, Switzerland solved part of its 
financial problems as early as the Renaissance by developing a truly mercenary industry. Each canton could sign a 
contract (a capitulation) to recruit military units with their own officers and regulations in exchange for pay and 
equipment for a neighboring state. On the eve of the Revolution there were therefore Swiss units in the government 
guards or the troops of the Line in France, the Italian States, Spain and the United Provinces. The revolutionary 
process in France ran up against their loyalty to their employer: the King, and the sad events of the massacre of the 
Swiss Guard on 10 August 1792 whereas the Swiss regiments of the Line were disbanded. During the vast European 
reorganization led by France between 1793 and 1813, Switzerland was politically and geographically transformed and 
furnished its big neighbor whether it liked it or not with troops of great worth who upheld their favorite motto 
“Honneur et Fidélité”. A lot has already been written on the Swiss regiments. The book skims over the Swiss troops in 
service with the King on the eve of the Revolution to concentrate on those who served the Republic, the Consulate and 
then the Empire, focusing on less well-known aspects.


