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Tom Cotter : The Vincent in the Barn: Great Stories of Motorcycle Archaeology  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Vincent in the Barn: Great Stories of Motorcycle 
Archaeology: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Had a good time with this bookBy Andy ReedHad a good time with 
this book. My unfounded expectations were the only thing working against this title as I was hoping for a few more 
stories of regular joes who happened upon great finds whereas most were tales of the serious collector or museum 
making acquisitions. Still, extremely enjoyable and really gave some good insight into how these "holy grails" of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0760344132


motorcycle archeology actually take place! Ultimately I'd recommend the book to anyone interested in acquiring their 
own antique motorcycle.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not too polishedBy Joe in ILI'm not entirely 
sure what exactly I was expecting with this book, but it didn't seem to fully deliver in any case. Yes, that sounds flaky, 
but I just wasn't as impressed as I had expected. The occasional typos and less than pro writing level didn't help (I'm a 
member of the language police). Still, it's a motorbike book, so there's some interesting stuff along the way for us bike 
nuts. The examples lean heavily on the Harley/Indian/Vincent finds which knowledgeable antique collector types will 
find rewarding, but I would have enjoyed a few more stories of "everyguy" finds, but those tend not to make for book-
level material, I suppose. I'm glad I read it, but it won't stay on my shelf.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Great Book, You will be glad you bought this one !By R. RyanIf you love motorcycles and remember "back 
in the day" this is a must read. These short stories collectively sew a wonderfully rich and colorful tapestry of those 
great stories guys tell other guys, who know and love bikes, that when shared cannot help but bring smiles and 
remembrance of a time past and another story not yet shared. All of Tom's books are great but I personally, 
particularly, enjoyed this one the most, for it's wide and diverse spectrum of experiences. A great page turner that you 
will be sorely tempted to speed through but pace yourself as each story is a gem to enjoy on its own. R.K.Ryan, 
Harrisburg, NC

It’s every motorcyclist’s dream. A friend or acquaintance says, “You know, there’s an old bike that’s been sitting in 
this garage for years.” The hunt is on. And rather than the usual worthless Hondazukimaha pile of hopeless oxidation, 
at the back of that barn you find a genuine classic, the motorcycle collector’s dream. The Vincent in the Barn tells 
forty such stories--tales of motorcycle hunting dreams come true. From Ducatis in basements to Vincents abandoned 
in sheds, Harleys in barns to Brit bikes moldering behind urban garages, these are the stories that fuel every 
motorcyclist’s fantasies. The only difference? They’re true. See Tom Cotter, author of Motorbooks “In the Barn” 
series, interviewed by Jay Leno on JayLenosGarage.com: http://www.jaylenosgarage.com/video/jays-book-club-the-
hemi-in-the-barn/1237422/ 

“…a thoroughly fun romp through a corner of the hobby most of us wish we inhabited – and swear we someday will.” 
– Motorcycle Classics “From Ducati’s in basements to Vincent’s in sheds, here are dozens of stories and 
accompanying images of the dream coming true! Brilliant!” - Classic Bike Guide (UK) “It’s no mystery that there are 
those among us that relish the hunt as much, if not more, than the actual ownership of rare and antique motorcycles.  
Therefore, if you’re a regular reader of this publication, you’ll likely enjoy THE VINCENT IN THE BARN—GREAT 
STORIES OF MOTORCYCLE ARCHAEOLOGY by Tom Cotter.  The true tales here cover everything from 
amazing finds across the street to the other side of the globe.  Embedded in the stories one can glean tips and 
techniques used by professional vehicle hunters.  Also, one realizes that sometimes just plain dumb luck or an offhand 
rumor will land something very cool in the garage.I found the book an entertaining and educational read.” - The 
Antique Motorcycle 


