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Marcus Tullius Cicero : Treatises on Friendship and Old Age  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Treatises on Friendship and Old Age: 

31 of 31 people found the following review helpful. Hmm...By Book KnutI do not know what is going on with the 
other one star review (different version? different book??). This is the E.S. Shuckburgh translation which is widely 
considered as the easiest to read (vs. Bailey). There are, perhaps, a few hundred people alive today who could take a 
run at Cicero in Latin and come away with anything other than gibberish given that Cicero used turns of phrases and 
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referenced allegories that have since been lost to history. What is more, Cicero is believed to have often strayed from 
his own writings during his orations. To say that the Shuckburgh edition presented here is rubbish because it lacks 
footnotes is to say that Shakespeare's Hamlet cannot be read and enjoyed unless it contains an Addendum with 
Shakespeare's notes as he wrote--it's the kind of pseudo-intelligentsia snobbery that small-minds cling to in the hopes 
that the learned among them will misconstrue their invectives as a sign of a cultured mind.This is a fine translation of 
one of the greatest treaties on the bonds of friendship, the fears and blessings of old age and the timeless questions that 
haunt mankind's soul. So, if you're looking for a mind-blowing experience pull up a chair; pour yourself a hot cup of 
tea; download this FREE e-book and enjoy. And if you are among those few hundred self-proclaimed, self-sanctified 
Latin lexophiles than grab a keyboard and get to work...I would love to read your version.stulti sunt innumerabiles!0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. OLD made NEWBy Dr. Ralph Quane, Writer of Illuminated 
ManuscriptsI gave this as a gift to a very long-time friend. The fact that its format is open to large margins makes it 
that much more useful.49 of 62 people found the following review helpful. awful in every wayBy Jeremy M. KirkI am 
very fond of "De Amicitia" and picked up this translation to give it to a friend, but what I got was an unreadable mess. 
It is in an awful binding, very low-quality paper and printing, and the translation is complete garbage. It reads like it 
was translated by software, not to mention the 2-3 typos per page. There are no footnotes or index, and it's clear the 
translator has no knowledge of Roman culture.It as bad as a translation can be. And as awful of a product as you'll find 
on . They really should stop selling it. Horrible, horrible, horrible.

Webster's edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of synonyms and antonyms 
for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in other works of literature, conversation, or 
academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes 
compared to words which are ¿difficult, and often encountered¿ in examinations. Rather than supply a single 
synonym, many are provided for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English 
language, and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word's meaning within context 
serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not already highlighted on 
previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it has been highlighted on a previous page. 
A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the book; synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster's 
Online Dictionary. PSAT¿ is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT¿ is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE¿, AP¿ and Advanced Placement¿ are registered 
trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, GMAT¿ is a registered 
trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated with this book nor endorses 
this book, LSAT¿ is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council which neither sponsors nor 
endorses this product. All rights reserved.

About the AuthorMarcus Tullis Cicero (106-43 BC) was a Roman statesman and philosopher whose lifetime 
coincided with the decline and fall of the Roman republic. His best-known works include On the Republic, On Duties, 
and Treatises on Friendship and Old Age. 


