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Irene Deitsch : Tussie-Mussies: A Collector's Guide to Victorian Posy Holders  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tussie-Mussies: A Collector's Guide to Victorian Posy 
Holders: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This is a beautifully written book about "Tussie Mussies"By 
IrenejonesThis is a beautifully written book about "Tussie Mussies". The illustrations are lovely and the book is 
carefully organized so that an amateur would learn as much as an avid collector about them. I cherish having this book 
as I am a personal friend of the Deitsch's and know what a beautiful collection they have. Owning the book lets me 
continue to enjoy seeing them and learn more each time I read about them.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. This book is a tussie-MUSTie for those interested in Victorian decorative arts!By Keith R. JamesTussie-
mussies are an almost forgotten piece of European history, weaving together societal, cultural and practical 
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conventions into an art form. This book goes into great detail about the origins and intricacies of the Tussie-Mussie, 
and how they were also used to help lovers communicate secretly. Lots of interesting info, very well written and tons 
of beautiful color photographs. Highly recommended!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Elegantly 
photographed with interesting commentaryBy CustomerThis book is elegantly photographed and has a lovely 
commentary. The collection that the author shares is certainly unique and delightful. This is a coffee-table book to 
cherish.

Tussie-Mussies: A Collector’s Guide to Victorian Posy Holders offers new insight into a world of secrets and beauty 
that most people in modern times have long forgotten. The book provides an overview of how and why the tussie-
mussie came into use, and reveals the abundance of styles and shapes it took in various countries. Over 110 posy 
holders are displayed in exquisite full-color photos, with accompanying text providing detailed information about the 
precious materials used to fashion each. A wonderful addition to any collector’s library.

About the AuthorIrene Deitsch was born in Akron, Ohio, and graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in 
art education. After graduation, she married Marshall Deitsch and moved to Los Angeles where she taught art at the 
junior high school level. She retired from teaching to raise her two sons. When the family moved to Palo Alto, 
California, she accepted a position in the art library at Stanford University where she gained many of her literary 
skills. After a brief period of working on her own as a caterer, she studied gemology and jewelry design, later opening 
a jewelry store, Vanguard Gems, which she managed for many years. Now that her sons are married and her two 
grandchildren are "up and out," she has time to pursue her interests in worldwide traveling and antique collecting. Her 
passion for collecting antique tussie-mussies began in the late 1990s when she fi rst saw an exhibit at the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington, DC. Since that time she has managed to put together a sizeable collection, many of which are 
depicted in this book. She also collects antique scent bottles; and her husband, Marshall, collects paperweights. 


