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David Heather, Sherry Buchanan : Vietnam Posters: The David Heather Collection  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vietnam Posters: The David Heather Collection: 

16 of 17 people found the following review helpful. If you really love communist propaganda poster art..By John P. 
DolanYou will like this book but if you are a scholar or a serious collector you may be a little disappointed. This is a 
coffee table book not true scholarly analysis. The essay at the front of the book is little more than fluffy description of 
key historical periods providing some context for those unfamiliar with the historical events.The 4 chapters (War 
Peace, Uncle Ho, Everlasting Spirit, and Tomorrow Begins Today) break up the collection into distinct parts but don't 
provide much meaning. There is way too much we love uncle Ho and way too little of subjects like Social Evils, 
Condom Usage, 2 Child Policy, and Corruption. This book wasn't even published under the auspice of the Vietnamese 
government with blessing of censors. Why stick to such the sappy flag waving and dedicate so much space the "we 
love uncle ho" stuff.]From an academic perspective this book comes up short compared to a truly scholarly 
undertaking like Political Posters in Central and Eastern Europe 1945-95. This book is completely lacking any 
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nuanced analysis of the social context, collective symbols, historical influences, and other interpretations. There is so 
much space in the poster arrangement that there surely was some space to explain some things about its meaning. Even 
if the introductory essay itself was stretched out into the poster arrangement to provide context it would have been 
more interesting.From a collectors standpoint this is somewhat of a letdown. A crucial error was made in not including 
the artist's attribution and year with each poster. This book does follow the common poster arrangement like the Tranh 
Co Dong Tuyen Chon (Propaganda Poster Collection) 1996 put out by the Ministry of Culture and Information Fine 
Arts Department. But at least they included the Artist and Date if not the English and French translation of the 
slogans.The Date information is very important in understanding the context of the poster. Consider a poster image of 
the governments agenda even images of uncle Ho may be viewed considerably differently by the youth of 20047 vs 
the youth of 1975. This book displays the posters from 1975 alongside those from 2004 with no distinction. Only 
careful study of the artist signature or the campaign dates can one discern the period.Further details on each of the 
pieces would be of further interest to serious collectors. To their credit the publishers very faithfully rendered the 
images of the posters right down to the gnarled corners where we can see the poster was retackled up the wall several 
times. Some of the pieces are clearly printed posters. Others, I am guessing, are original art work. And clearly some 
are block prints. These are all gritty details that collectors would like to know.

Rarely viewed by the outside world, this collection of posters from the 1950s to the present encompasses a politically 
significant period in Vietnamese history. With their boldly rendered images of Ho Chi Minh and local heroes; guerrilla 
fighters, tanks and bombers; factory workers and the urban and rural landscape, these posters-many produced in small 
numbers under economically adverse conditions-reverberate with vibrant colors and innovative graphic language, 
revealing much about the country's cultural and political climate. An overview of the collection shows how imagery 
from indigenous folk art, the work of French-trained nationally acclaimed artists, as well as Russian and Chinese 
propaganda styles have all influenced the unusual, graphically diverse styles of these posters. This collection offers a 
deeply resonating, visually arresting social history of a country during times of peace and war.

From the Inside FlapRarely viewed by the outside world, this collection of posters from the 1950s to the present 
encompasses a politically significant period in Vietnamese history. With their boldly rendered images of Ho Chi Minh 
and local heroes; guerrilla fighters, tanks and bombers; factory workers and the urban and rural landscape, these 
posters-many produced in small numbers under economically adverse conditions-reverberate with vibrant colors and 
innovative graphic language, revealing much about the country's cultural and political climate.About the 
AuthorDAVID HEATHER is a businessman, curator, and collector of North Korean and Vietnamese art and the co-
author of North Korean Posters (Prestel). He lives in London.SHERRY BUCHANAN is a former editor and columnist 
for the Wall Street Journal and the International Herald Tribune. She is the publisher of Asia Ink and the author of 
several books on art, history, and culture. 


